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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN 
REFS: (A) KABUL 3933; (B) KABUL 3934 

1 . WE APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED REPORTING OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONDITIONS IN AFGHANISTAN. WE HAVE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
VARIOUS ALTERNATIVES AND BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MOST EFFECTIVE 
IF SOME ISLAMIC AND NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES MADE SIMILAR RE- 
PRESENTATIONS. IN A SEPARATE TELEGRAM WE ARE INSTRUCTING 
(ANKARA, NEW DELHI, LONDON, CAIRO AND JIDDA) TO SOLICIT 
SUPPORT FOR PARALLEL APPROACHES. WE BELIEVE OUR HUMANI- 
TARIAN CONCERNS WOULD BE BEST SERVED IF YOU ARE NOT THE 
FIRST OR THE ONLY AMBASSADOR TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS ON 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THIS ISSUE. THEREFORE WE THINK IT WOULD BE BETTER TO DELAY 
ANY APPROACH TO TARAKI PENDING WHAT WE HOPE WILL BE A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE IN OTHER CAPITALS. 

2. HOWEVER, IF YOU IN YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT CONSIDER THAT 
TIME CONSTRAINTS REQUIRE AN IMMEDIATE APPROACH YOU ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO SEEK AN APPOINTMENT AT WHATEVER LEVEL YOU 
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CHOOSE TO DISCUSS OUR CONCERNS ALONG THE LINES YOU HAVE PRO- 
POSED IN PARA 6A OF REF B. WE WOULD PREFER, HOWEVER, THAT 
YOU RAISE THE QUESTION INITIALLY WITH THE MINISTER OF 

JUSTICE. YOU COULD ALSO DISCUSS WITH MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
HOW COURTS WILL OPERATE UNDER REVOLUNTARY COUNCIL DECREE 
NUMBER 3 AND ASK WHAT LEGAL PROTECTIONS INDIVIDUALS ACCUSED 
OF CRIMES WILL RECEIVE UNDER THIS DECREE. VANCE 
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EXDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 126021 SENT ACTION KABUL MAY 18. 
QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 126021 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, AF 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN 
REFS: (A) KABUL 3933; (B) KABUL 3934 

1 . WE APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED REPORTING OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONDITIONS IN AFGHANISTAN. WE HAVE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
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VARIOUS ALTERNATIVES AND BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MOST EFFECTIVE 
IF SOME ISLAMIC AND NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES MADE SIMILAR RE- 
PRESENTATIONS. IN A SEPARATE TELEGRAM WE ARE INSTRUCTING 
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(ANKARA, NEW DELHI, LONDON, CAIRO AND JIDDA) TO SOLICIT 
SUPPORT FOR PARALLEL APPROACHES. WE BELIEVE OUR HUMANI- 
TARIAN CONCERNS WOULD BE BEST SERVED IF YOU ARE NOT THE 
FIRST OR THE ONLY AMBASSADOR TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS ON 
THIS ISSUE. THEREFORE WE THINK IT WOULD BE BETTER TO DELAY 
ANY APPROACH TO TARAKI PENDING WHAT WE HOPE WILL BE A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE IN OTHER CAPITALS. 

2. HOWEVER, IF YOU IN YOUR BEST JUDGEMENT CONSIDER THAT 
TIME CONSTRAINTS REQUIRE AN IMMEDIATE APPROACH YOU ARE 
AUTHORIZED TO SEEK AN APPOINTMENT AT WHATEVER LEVEL YOU 
CHOOSE TO DISCUSS OUR CONCERNS ALONG THE LINES YOU HAVE PRO- 
POSED IN PARA 6A OF REF B. WE WOULD PREFER, HOWEVER, THAT 
YOU RAISE THE QUESTION INITIALLY WITH THE MINISTER OF 

JUSTICE. YOU COULD ALSO DISCUSS WITH MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
HOW COURTS WILL OPERATE UNDER REVOLUNTARY COUNCIL DECREE 
NUMBER 3 AND ASK WHAT LEGAL PROTECTIONS INDIVIDUALS ACCUSED 
OF CRIMES WILL RECEIVE UNDER THIS DECREE. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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